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SUBJECT: US GREEK BASE NEGOTIATIONS: GREEKS AGREE TO DEFER 
THIRD PLENARY ROUND UNTIL EARLY IN 1976 

REF: A. ATHENS 8392; B. STATE 258953; C. ATHENS 8227 

1. CALOGERAS AND STEARNS MET NOVEMBER 4, AT CALOGERAS' 
REQUEST, FO FURTHER DISCUSSION ON TIMING AND SUBSTANCE 
OE THIRD PLENARY ROUND. CALOGERAS SAID THAT SINCE HIS 
LAST CONVERSATION WITH STEARNS ON OCTOBER 24, HE HAD MET 
ONCE WITH CARAMANLIS AND TWICE WITH A SMALL STEERING 
GROUP ON NEGOTIATIONS COMPOSED OE EOREIGN MINISTER 
BITSIOS, COORDINATION MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS AND DEEENSE 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 08491 041821Z 

MINISTER AVEROFE. EROM CALOGERAS' REMARKS, STEARNS 
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INFERRED THAT STEERING GROUP HAD BEEN FORMED RECENTLY 
BY CARAMANLIS TO COORDINATE ALL ASPECTS OF GOG POLICY 
ON BASE NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. CALOGERAS BEGAN BY SAYING THAT HE HAD REPORTED TO 
CARAMANLIS AND STEERING GROUP RESERVATIONS WHICH STEARNS 
HAD ORIGINALLY EXPRESSED ABOUT HOLDING THIRD PLENARY 

IN NOVEMBER (REE. C). HE NOTED THAT SIMILAR RESERVATIONS 
HAD BEEN EXPRESSED BY AMBASSADOR KUBISCH IN HIS RECENT 
CONVERSATIONS WITH GREEK LEADERS. THE GREEK GOVERNMENT 
WAS MINDUFL OE THE EACT THAT KEY WASHINGTON PERSONNEL 
WERE BEING TUGGED IN SEVERAL DIRECTIONS AND DID NOT 
REPEAT NOT WITH TO CREATE ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS FOR US. 
THEREFORE, CALOGERAS HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED TO INEORM 
STEARNS THAT GREEK GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT PRESS 
FOR A THIRD PLENARY ROUND BEFORE END OE 1975. INSTEAD, 

WE COULD TAKE A NEW READING ON WHERE WE STOOD IN NEGOTIA- 
TIONS IN LATE DECEMBER OR EARLY JANUARY AND AIM FOR 
THIRD PLENARY TO BE HELD IN LATE JANUARY. 

3. STEARNS EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH THIS APPROACH 

AND SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THAT WASHINGTON WOULD APPRECIATE 
GOG'S WILLINGNESS TO DEEER THIRD ROUND UNTIL AFTER END OF 
YEAR. THIS WOULD AFFORD MORE TIME TO FORMULATE AGENDA AND 
PREPARE GROUND BEFORE COMMENCING ANOTHER PLENARY. 

4. CALOGERAS THEN TURNED TO OUR PROPOSAL THAT THE NEXT 
SOEA SUBGROUP MEET IN NOVEMBER DURING THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 
17-21. HE HAD DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT WITH BITSIOS WHO 

WAS APPRECIATEIVE OF US INVITATION BUT PREFERRED TO 
CONTINUE WORK OF SOFA SUBGROUP IN ATHENS. ACCORDING 
TO CALOGERAS, BITSIOS HAD BEEN FLEXIBLE ON DATE OF NEXT 
SUBGROUP MEETING. GREEKS WOULD LIKE TO SCHEDULE NEXT 
MEETING BEFORE END OF YEAR BUT WITHIN THAT TIME FRAME 
COULD MAKE GREEK PERSONNEL AVAILABLE DURING WHATEVER 
PERIOD WAS MOST CONVENIENT TO US SIDE. CALOGERAS SAID 
THAT BITSIOS THOUGHT THAT IF ANOTHER AND HOPEFULLY FINAL 
SOFA SUBGROUP MEETING PROVED NECESSARY IN 1976, IT MIGHT 
BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE IT TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON. 
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5. STEARNS ASKED WHETHER THE GREEKS HAD GIVEN FURTHER 
THOUGHT TO THE AGENDA FOR THE THIRD PLENARY, WHENEVER IT 
WAS HELD, AND WHETHER CALOGERAS HAD BEEN ABLE TO 
OBTAIN MORE FLEXIBIOITY ON HELLENIKON. 

6. CALOGERAS SAID THAT HE HAD REPORTED STEARNS' STRONG 
REACTION TO THE PROSPECT OF REOPENING THE QUESTION OF 
IRAKLION AND WAS "CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC " THAT THIS WOULD 
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NOT REPEAT NOT PROVE TO BE NECESSARY. AT A MINIMUM HE 
COULD ASSURE STEARNS THAT GREEK SIDE WOULD ELAG IN ADVANCE 
ANY SUBJECTS THAT THEY INTENDED TO RAISE IN THE THIRD 
PLENARY. HE SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN EURTHER DISCUSSION 
OE HELLENIKON IN THE GREEK STEERING GROUP BUT NO REPEAT 
NO DECISIONS. THE GREEK SIDE WAS AWAITING REPORT OE GREEK 
BASE COMMANDER AT HELLENIKON ON THE DISCUSSIONS CURRENTLY 
UNDERWAY WITH HIS AMERICAN OPPOSITE NUMBER. WHEN THE BASE 
COMMANDERS HAD COMPLETED THEIR EXCAHNGES WE COULD ASSESS 
THE SITUATION AND SEE WHAT OPTIONS WERE AVAILABLE. STEARNS 
AGREED WITH THIS APPROACH AND REMINDED CALOGERAS THAT WE 
COULD NOT GO BELOW A US PERSONNEL LEVEL OE 850 AT HELLENIKON 
WITHOUT CONTEMPLATING MAJOR RELOCATION WITHIN GREECE, 
SOMETHING HE THOUGHT THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT WAS AS 
ANXIOUS TO AVOID AS WE WERE. CONSEQUENTLY HE URGED 
CALOGERAS TO THINK IN TERMS OE MINIMAL CHANGES WHICH WOULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT IMPAIR OUR OPERATING EEFICIENCY. SINCE THE 
AMERICAN SIDE HAD ALREADY AGREED TO CUT THE SIZE OE OUR 
EACILITY IN HALE AND TO WRAP IT AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE INTO 
AN ENLARGED HELLENIC AIR EORCE BASE AT 
HELLENIKON, STEARNS THOUGHT THIS OUGHT TO BE SUEFICIENT 
TO MEET GREEK POLITICAL NEEDS. 

7. IN CONCLUSION, STEARNS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION EOR 
GREEK GOVERNMENT'S WILLINGNESS TO DEEER THIRD PLENARY 
UNTIL NEXT YEAR AND SAID THAT HE WOULD OBTAIN WASHINGTON'S 
REACTION TO THE SCHEDULING OE ANOTHER SOEA SUBGROUP 
MEETING IN ATHENS BEEORE THE END OE THE YEAR. 

8. COMMENT: THESE ARE GENERALLY HELPEUL DEVELOPMENTS. 

WE ASSUME THAT WASHINGTON AGENCIES WILL CONCUR IN DEEERAL 
OE THIRD PLENARY AND THAT SCHEDULING OE NEXT SOEA SUBGROUP 
IN ATHENS BEEORE END OE YEAR WILL BE ACCEPTABLE. UNDER 
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THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, STEARNS WOULD PROPOSE TO DEEER HIS 
OWN CONSULTATION IN WASHINGTON UNTIL LATE DECEMBER OR 
EARLY JANUARY. 

KUBISCH 
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